proposed budget for 1991 which was duly approved by the Executive Board. The membership fees for 1992 were set and it was agreed that they should remain at 450DKK for that year (175DKK for members from developing countries).
The Executive Board discussed anomalies in the constitution which had arisen as a result of previous amendments being made. They also discussed the position of Past Presidents on the Executive Board and the Protocol and Nominations Committee. A number of proposed amendments to the constitution were made by the Executive Board and these are printed in this issue of the journal on page 9.
Membership of the Society continued to grow in 1990 and now stands at 2,306 members, an increase of 34 over the previous year. This was particularly satisfymg taking into consideration the fact that 1989 was a Congress year and showed an abnormally high growth in membership. The Honorary Secretary was in contact with Spain, Finland, France, Taiwan and Italy with regard the establishment of National Member Societies in these countries. Interest was also being shown in establishing National Member Societies in Indonesia, Turkey and Fiji as well as attempting to establish a Regional Society in Central America. The President Elect, together with the Immediate Past President and Honorary Secretary are preparing a new publicity leaflet for the Society.
The ISPO/INTERBOR Joint European Education Committee has prepared a questionnaire with regard to education and training in individual countries in the European Community. This has now been distributed to responsible authorities and individuals in different countries of the European Community and completed questionnaires are being received. In addition, the European Community, through the ERASMUS Bureau had given a small grant toward the preparation of a report for the European Community on the state of education and training in prosthetics and orthotics in Europe. A report to the European Community would be made by the end of 1991. John Hughes and Sepp Heim had attended a World Health Organisation (WHO) sponsored consultative meeting on training of personnel for orthopaedic technology in developing countries held in Alexandria, Egypt in June 1990. This meeting was productive and encompassed ISPO philosophy on education and training in developing countries as well as using ISPO reports as base documents for discussions. The meeting focused on the problems of poliomyelitis and a major outcome was a proposal to develop courses for prosthetics and orthotics assistants who would be trained to the same level as orthopaedic technologists but limited to either prosthetics or orthotics. As a result of the meeting in Alexandria a further meeting was held in Copenhagen prior to the Executive Board meeting and this was attended by representatives of the Society, WHO, Deutsche Gesellschaft f i r Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZthe German overseas aid agency) and the Tanzania Training Centre for Orthopaedic Technologists (TATCOT). As a result, a proposal to establish a one-year course in lower limb orthotics technology is being put to WHO and the Tanzanian Ministry of Health for support. It was hoped that a similar proposal with regard to prosthetics could be made in the future. The proposal with regard to a pilot scheme for upgrading short course trained prosthetic/orthotic technicians is currently being explored with WHO.
The report of the workshop on CAD CAM in prosthetics and orthotics held in Seattle in 1988 has now been published. This issue of the journal contains a supplement on Wheelchairs and it is planned that the December issue will contain a supplement on Seating. A special edition of Prosthetics and Orthotics International on the Limb Deficient Child has been prepared with H. J. B. Day as editor and will be published in August.
The Concensus Conference on Amputation Surgery was held at the University of Strathclyde in Glasgow, Scotland from 1-5 October, 1990. The Conference critically examined literature related to amputation surgery published over the past 20 years with a view to identlfying the best amputation techniques currently available. Literature on each level of amputation had been thoroughly scrutinised by a team comprising a surgeon and a prosthetist who reported their findings to the workshop. The reports and subsequent discussions had been of a very high standard and at present a report of that meeting is being prepared. Sponsorship for the meeting had been received from Otto Bock, U.S. Manufacturing Co., North Sea Plastics and L.I.C. and a number of participants had managed to find funding for their attendance from other sources. As a result of the Workshop it is the intention to hold courses on lower limb amputations and related prosthetics. Courses were planned for Tunisia, Indonesia and Yugoslavia. (Secretary's note:
Unfortunately, the course in Tunisia had to be cancelled due to the Gulf crhk: a new timing and venue are now being considered)
A proposal that the Society organise a workshop on the science and practice of socket fitting was being considered. The purpose of such a workshop would be to explore the following topics: the criteria for a good fit, related soft tissue mechanics and response, soft tissue tolerance and viability, application of current socket designs and design procedures including computerised systems, evaluation procedures and measurement techniques and educational requirements. Progress was being made with the Professional Register. H. C. Thyregod reported that to date more than 1,300 replies had been received and entered in the Register. It was agreed that a protocol with regard to the use of the Register should be developed.
International Consultants
The Executive Board discussed the appointment of a Consultant to the Middle East and it was agreed that M. A. A. El Banna should be approached with regard to the possibility of his accepting this task.
(Secretary's note: Dr. El Banna had subsequently agreed to accept this task.)
International Organisations INTERBOR have established a Commission for the European Community. They hope to have a first meeting in April 1991 at which the Society would be represented. In addition, INTERBOR hope to organise a workshop related to socio-economic problems related to prosthetics and orthotics. It was agreed that the Society should participate in this workshop.
The development of working relations between the Society and WHO is progressing well. The possibility of establishing official relations with WHO is being explored.
The Society organised a session on prosthesis and orthotics at the Fifth European Conference of Rehabilitation International (RI) held in Dublin, Ireland, 20-25 May 1990. The Society also organised a session on prosthetics and orthotics at the Ninth Asia and Pacific Regional Conference of RI held in Beijing, China, 26-30 October, 1990. The Society has been invited to participate in the Seventh World
Congress of RI to be held in Nairobi, Kenya, 7-1 1 September 1992. It was agreed that the Society should participate in this meeting by using its local members. A proposal will be prepared for the next Executive Board meeting.
The African Rehabilitation Institute (ARI) had invited the Society to become a member of its technical advisory committee. Arrangements are being made to find a suitable representative to attend the relevant meetings.
The next Intemationaler-Verband der Ortopadie Schutechniker (IVOthe internationl organisation of shoemakers) course. will be held in Amsterdam, 6-8 September 1991. The Honorary Secretary attended two meetings in Vienna, organised by the UN in December 1990. The 6rst was a consultative meeting of non-governmental organisations associated with the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs (CSDHA) and the second a meeting of the International Council of Disability (ICOD), one of the consultant bodies of the UN. The Society was the only representative organisation present able to offer technical advice in prosthetics and orthotics. The Society is on the roster of consultants to the UN and full consultative status was currently being sought.
The Honorary Secretary reported that a letter had been received from the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) indicating that the two ICRC hostages held in Lebanon had been released. ICRC thanked the Society for its interventions to various governments which had played a role in securing their release.
Congresses
Arrangements for the Seventh World Congress to be held in Chicago, U.S.A., 28 June-3 July 1992 are well underway. Detailed discussions on the programme had taken place in the International Congress Committee meeting held prior to the Executive Board meeting. A call for Papers will go out in June ofthis year and a full announcement will be made by December.
Bids to host the Eighth World Congress in 1995 were presented by Bairy Markey and Valma Angliss on behalf of the Australian National Member Society and Hans Arendzen on behalf of the Netherlands National Member Society. The Executive Board discussed these bids in detail and after much deliberation decided that the next Congress would be held in Australia.
Conferences and Meetings
The President reported that both he and John Hughes had attended the European Conference on Rehabilitation Technology (ECART) held in the Netherlands, 5-8 November 1990. There had been 300 attendees and the meeting was quite successful. The organisers of the meeting agreed that a conference would be organised by ECART and held every three years. The next one will be held in France and the following one in Sweden. The President will keep in touch with the organisers of ECART in order that the Society may be aware of their future plans.
Acke Jernberger informed the Board of the difficulties in organising the Foot and Shoe Seminar due to be held in Jonkoping, Sweden, 10-13 June 1991. There was a dearth of contributions offered for this meeting. Should the desired number of contributions or their quality not be high enough, the meeting may have to be cancelled. (Secretary's note: Since the Executive Board meeting it has been decided to cancel the Seminar on the Foot and Shoe due to lack of support.)
Dundee '9 1 -Orthotics, an International Conference and Instructional Course will be held in Dundee, Scotland, 16-20 September 1991. This meeting is being held in collaboration with the Society. Fellowships Fellowships of the Society have been accorded to:
